
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Square, Longford on Wednesday, 7th March 2018 at 
4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Seamus Butler,






Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan and Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Ms. Aoife Moore, Executive Planner. 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 24th January 2018.

On the proposal of Councillor  G. Warnock  seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 24th January 2018.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan,  it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 7th February 2018.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.

MANAGEMENT REPORT.

Construction works on extension to Ballymacormack Cemetery.
Height Restriction of Headstones  -  Councillor P. Nolan.

The issue of height restrictions for headstones in the new section of the Cemetery to be 

examined. 

Works on the Ballinalee Road.

B. McNeela provided an update regarding the Part 8 Planning Process for proposed works on

the Ballinalee Road.

Severe Weather.

Councillor Sexton and the members paid tribute to the Council staff for the excellent work during the severe weather conditions.

SCHEDULE OF LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT WORKS.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt the Schedule of Longford Municipal District Works, 

as circulated.

PLAN FOR BALLYMINION STRATEGIC SITE.

Aoife Moore gave a comprehensive presentation on the proposed Ballyminion Strategic

Masterplan. 
Aoife stated that the proposed Masterplan is rooted in the adopted priorities of the Longford

Local Area Plan, 2016, that selected eight sites for their potential as significant catalysts, both

within themselves and the connections to be forged or strengthened between them, to

rejuvenate and revitalise the town and its environs across social, economic and environmental

perspectives. The Ballyminion/Athlone Road area are strategic sites identified for these

purposes.

Longford County Council has been successful in securing significant funding for 

regeneration projects over the last two years. In this regard, work has been initiated and/or

commenced on other strategic sites in the town through a range of initiatives at national and

local level, including the enterprise hub, Camlin pedestrian bridge, Market Square and

Northern Quarter.

The Ballyminion site has strategic national regional and local importance in the context of the 

National development plan and planning framework and upcoming regional social and

economic strategies due to its high profile location on national infrastructure routes and major 

regional arteries.

The Masterplan will, in consultation with the relevant stakeholders, address social, economic 
and environmental issues in a framework context, including land use mix, residential
amenity, neighbourhood development, services, environmental quality, dereliction, flood risk, 
movement and connectivity.  

The masterplan process will run in tandem with a four year study of the area, investigating 
the potential for the application of climate action objectives as regenerative drivers in their 
implementation. This pilot study will align emerging national and regional policy on the
progression to a low carbon, resilient society. It is anticipated that the findings will be used to
inform policy provisions required under the Climate Change Act, 2015 and the identification 
of relevant projects and associated funding streams to progress the regeneration process in 
Ballyminion and other areas throughout the county. 

Aoife and Terry replied to queries raised, including connectivity for the Primary Care Centre at this location. 
The members gave their support and agreement to the proposed Ballyminion Strategic

Masterplan. 

Connolly Barracks.
The members discussed, in detail, various options for the Connolly Barracks site.  All agreed that there is need for the development of a Masterplan for the area. 
NONIMATION OF ONE MEMBER TO BUSINESS INCENTIVE SCHEME
COMMITTEE.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, 
Councillor  Joe Flaherty was nominated to the Business Incentive Scheme Committee.
NONIMATION OF ONE MEMBER TO LONGFORD POOL CONSTRUCTION LTD.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, 

Councillor  Joe Flaherty was nominated to to Longford Pool Construction Ltd.
LOCATION OF THE SALT BARN AT THE COUNCIL YARD, PARK ROAD.
The members raised the issue of noise levels from the Salt Barn during the loading of the 

gritters and recommended that the Salt Barn be relocated to the outskirts of the town with 

access to the N4. 

B. McNeela referred to the Part 8 Planning process, agreed by the Town Council members,

carried out prior to the locating of the Salt Barn at the Council Yard.  

Brian briefed the members regarding the process for loading salt onto the gritters at the Salt 

Barn during severe weather. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that 

a letter be forwarded to the TII requesting that funding be provided to relocate the Salt Barn.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Funding for Flood Defence at The Mall, Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by 

Councillor J. Flaherty -
“I am requesting that Longford County Council write to Minister Kevin Boxer Moran 
requesting funding for flood defence at The Mall, Longford”

It was noted that this request is being dealt with by Minister Moran.

Container Coffee – Albert Reynolds Peace Park.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by 

Councillor  S. Butler    -

“That the County Council & Longford Pool invite expressions of interest for the 
provision of a container coffee location in the Albert Reynolds Peace Park. This will be separate to any such facility in the planned extension to the main building under the Sports Capital Funding. It would greatly enhance the overall appeal of a great civic amenity and further encourage an active and outdoor lifestyle within the community.”
It was agreed that this request be referred to Longford Pool Construction Ltd. for consideration. 

CORRESPONDENCE  - circulated.
· Letter dated 23rd January 2018 received from Sorcha Nic Dhonnacha,Templemichael College, Longford regarding traffic arrangements at Templemichael College was considered by the members.  It was agreed that the Gardai be contacted regarding traffic enforcement issues at this location. 

· Correspondence received from Longford Chamber of Commerce was noted.
A.O.B.
Dog Fouling in College Park – 
Councillor J. Browne requested that signs be erected in College Park.
Grass Cutting in Housing Estates.

A report to be prepared for the next Committee Meeting regarding grass cutting in housing 

estates, including estates which have been taken in charge.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

28th March 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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